Health Australia Party Official Statement on Glyphosate (October 2018)

Despite a US Jury granting a terminally ill retired groundskeeper US$289m in damages for his
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, which was attributed to herbicide Glyphosate, the Australian
Government has taken no precautionary measures to protect its citizens. Glyphosate is the
active chemical ingredient in the commonly used herbicide marketed as Roundup.

Many concerned citizens around Australia are questioning why local and state governments are
lagging so far behind countries such as Canada where most provinces have introduced cosmetic
pesticide bans in urban areas. This is not only for Glyphosate/Roundup but on a range of harmful
pesticides with known links to cancers, neurological and autoimmune diseases.

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) lists Glyphosate as being "probably
carcinogenic to humans" and there is sufficient evidence to demonstrate animal carcinogenicity.
Research also indicates that Glyphosate is a bio-accumulative residue in soil and food and can
now be measured in the general population via blood, urine and breastmilk.

As well as being an endocrine disruptor, Glyphosate is also a Neurotoxin and is causing the
breeding of increasingly resistant weeds.

Also notable is the massive decline in global bee populations, reducing pollination and crop
yields attributed to use of Glyphosate.

When alternative non-hazardous measures such as steam treatment and non-toxic products
approved for organic farming already available, it makes little sense that the precautionary
principle isn't applied.

When elected, the HAP will call for an immediate ban of Glyphosate use in all public areas,
particularly around schools and parks. In addition, the use of Glyphosate in farming should be
eliminated, with a transition period to ensure that farmers are not disadvantaged during the
change. The HAP will strongly encourage the use of other non-hazardous methods in farming
practices as a matter of priority.



